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In Appreciation:   
Hebrew Day Faculty 
Children grow up, like it or not.  But 
who they become, what values are 
instilled within them, and how ready 
they will be to start families of their 
own and forge a bright future for all 
remains to be seen.  We can base our 
optimism on the devotion of every 
teacher at Hebrew Day to partner with 
parents and to develop, year by year, 
boys and girls who are distinguished by 
their good character, the concern for 
others, and their ability to be leaders in 
their own right. 
 
Thank you to our parents for choosing 
Hebrew Day School, and to our 
teachers who bring to life this 
important mission every day.  Every 
member of our faculty and staff is a 
valued part of the team which shapes 
and guides the growth of our 
students.  Because each has done their 
part with love, energy, and devotion, 
we celebrate the success of this school 
year, and the unique growth of each 
student. 
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 2017/18 Calendar 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Enrollment:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen  Iliana Glovinsky 

Moises Eilemberg Gavin Horn 

Allen Gruber  Hilary Kleinman 

Yonina Kaplan  Philip Silverman 

Michael Leeman  Yvonne Venger 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

mailto:rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org
mailto:eworkman@hebrewday.org
mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
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 Parshat Shelach 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Shelach  (Numbers: Ch 13 – 15) 
 
At the insistence of Bnei Yisrael, and with G-d's permission, Moshe sends 12 scouts, one from each tribe, to investigate Canaan. 
Anticipating trouble, Moshe changes Hoshea's name to Yehoshua, expressing a prayer that G-d not let him fail in his mission. 
They return 40 days later, carrying unusually large fruit. When 10 of the 12 state that the people in Canaan are as formidable as 
the fruit, the men are discouraged. Calev and Yehoshua, the only two scouts still in favor of the invasion, try to bolster the 
people's spirit. The nation, however, decides that the Land is not worth the potentially fatal risks, and instead demands a 
return to Egypt. Moshe's fervent prayers save the nation from Heavenly annihilation. However, G-d declares that they must 
remain in the desert for 40 years until the men who wept at the scouts' false report pass away. A remorseful group rashly 
begins an invasion of the Land based on G-d's original command. Moshe warns them not to proceed, but they ignore this and 
are massacred by the Amalekites and Canaanites. G-d instructs Moshe concerning the offerings to be made when Bnei Yisrael 
will finally enter the Land. The people are commanded to remove challa, a gift for the kohanim, from their dough. The laws for 
an offering after an inadvertent sin, for an individual or a group, are explained. However, should someone blaspheme against G
-d and be unrepentant, he will be cut off spiritually from his people. One man is found gathering wood on public property in 
violation of the laws of Shabbat and he is executed. The laws of tzitzit are taught. We recite the section about the tzitzit twice a 
day to remind ourselves of the Exodus. (C) 2017 Ohr Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA:   Revisiting a story on the spies that Moshe sent 
to the Land of Israel is always a very discouraging moment. 
How could everything have gone so wrong and so fast? All 
of the reasons advanced over the ages by the great 
commentators to the Torah – personal ambition, fear of the 
unknown, disregard for tradition, lack of faith in God, etc. – 
are undoubtedly true and correct. But to a certain extent 
they all only beg the question. 
  
They perhaps answer the why part of the issue but the how 
to part of the story still remains pretty much a mystery. It is 
obvious that a climate of fear must have pervaded the 
entire Jewish nation as they stood at the cusp of entry into 
the Holy Land. The leaders of Israel who were the spies 
were, in the main, representative of the people and the 
tribes that they headed. Jewish tradition teaches us that 
there is no king without a people. 
  
So the general prevailing climate and belief of the people 
have enormous influence on the views and behavior of 
those leaders that Moshe sent on this fateful journey. The 
ready acceptance by the people of the negative report of 
the ten spies indicates clearly their preconceived notion of 
the land and its inhabitants. The Jewish people of that 
generation simply were not willing to embark on the great 
adventure that is always associated with living and 
populating the Land of Israel. Moshe had chosen the best 
people he could find for this mission. But he misread the 
mood of the people that they represented. Hence this 
tragedy became an almost unavoidable one. 
  

From the beginning of the Jewish story with our father 
Avraham, the Land of Israel has always posed a great 
challenge. To Avraham it would be a land of wars, famine 
and wandering. And yet, it is also to be the ultimate land of 
promise. The Lord had entered into a binding covenant 
between him and his descendants, that this land would be 
their eventual homeland and would represent spiritual and 
physical redemption for the Jewish people. 
  
Our forefather Yitzchak encountered strife, discrimination 
and famine while living in the land. Nevertheless, he never 
left Israel and saw in it the eternal home for his later 
generations. Some of the names that he gave to the 
locations of the wells of water still speak to us today, 
thousands of years later. 
  
Our father Yaakov tasted the bitterness of exile when he 
fled to find refuge in the house of Lavan. He therefore 
treasured his return to the Land of Israel even though he 
found it fraught with danger and violence. His dying wish 
was that he should be transported back to the Land of Israel 
to be buried in its holy earth. 
  
In this respect, the Jewish people did not quite follow the 
example of their forefathers but rather adopted a 
preconceived negative view of the land and its possibilities. 
This was transmitted directly or indirectly to the leadership 
of their tribes, resulting in a lost generation. 
 
Shabat shalom.   Rabbi Berel Wein © 2017. 
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 8th Grade Israel Trip 
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 Hebrew Day Happenings 

Mrs. Rivard’s California desert tortoises came to school to visit with the 4th and 5th graders this week! 

This week third grade visited the Antique Gas and Steam Museum. They all had a great time and learned quite a bit 

for their pioneer day! 

Congratulations to all the second grade readers who turned in 100% of their reading logs this trimester! They             

celebrated with a popcorn party in class this week! 
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Brucha HaBa'a to Denisse Podolsky, who 
just returned from Israel.  Her Shorashim 
project - Light Upon the Three Pillars of 
the World - is now on display at the Beit 
HaTfusot Museum in Tel Aviv.  Welcome 
back.  

Soille Community Pages 

Pictured: Friday’s award ceremony for middle school students. 
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 Soille Community Pages 
Dear Hebrew Day School Family, 

When our family arrived in San Diego 10 years ago, 

we could have never imagined the kindness and 

hospitality we were shown by the Hebrew Day School 

community.  Hebrew Day School has greatly 

enhanced our family. It's a special place where 

families from different cultural and religious 

backgrounds thrive together.  As we prepare to move 

to New Jersey this summer, we'd like to thank those 

who have partnered with us in raising our children. 

We want to express Hakarat HaTov to Rabbi Weiser, 

Rabbi Cohen, the Board, the administration and 

especially the teachers for all of their efforts on behalf 

of our kids.  Our children have been loved, nurtured 

and inspired by you. They have developed a strong 

Jewish identity with a love for Torah learning, the 

Jewish people and the Land of Israel.  To the 

wonderful friends we've made over the last 10 years, 

you have encouraged us, strengthened us, and 

supported us and we are so glad that you have been 

part of our lives. Let's keep in touch. Our house will 

always be open to you, so please come and visit!  

Yonina and Danny Kaplan 

Moshe, Tamar, Yosef and Dovi   

Mazal Tov to… 

... Jacob Schonland (HDS Class of 2009) on his marriage this week in Baltimore to Kayla Singer, and to proud parents 

Addison and Stephanie Schonland, and to Robin (HDS Class of 2005) and Noam Hack and Hayley (class of 2007) and 

Natan Orlofsky.  

...Yehoshua Cohen (HDS Class of 2018) on becoming Bar Mitzvah at Beth Jacob, and to proud parents Rabbi Meir and 

Daliah Cohen and families.   

...Zac Jurkowski (HDS Class of 2004) on his engagement to Mali Wiederkehr, and to proud parents Dr. Len and Anne 

Jurkowski. 
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that serves snack & Lunch?  
Wilikers! Start your child’s Jewish summer off right! That’s 
right!  Its back!  Another Beth Jacob Congregation mini-camp:  
 
 
 
 
 
It’s a one week camp for 1st – 5th graders, filled with sports, 
fun, learning, sports, davening, gardening, cooking, and more 
sports! It’s only 40 bucks [ask about our BJC member prices] and 
even includes snacks and lunch. So if you want a kosher, 
Jewish and fun start to your child’s summer, its only at:  
Beth Jacob Congregation:  The  center  for  your  Jewish  life!!  
     

  

     
     

 for a week?  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Salad 

 & Yam: 
with a full Salad bar,  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh The Places 

 
You"ll G  o

With a full day trip weekly: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meaning Fun  

One Fish: 

 Two Fish: 
Is your Summer: 

 Jew-Ish? 
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